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CALLINGGAYS
TOPALESTINE
For the second year running, a
gay delegation will take part in
the annual olive-picking
programme in Palestine from
October 25 to November 3.
The delegation will be a part of
the British Visit Palestine group,
an activist organisation that
supports Palestinian human rights
issues, particularly in the farming
communities. With the annual
harvest making up an important
part of the economy, the objective
of the programme is to mobilise
international volunteers to assist
in picking olives in proximity of
Israeli settlements. In these areas,
an international presence is often
needed in order to help
Palestinian farmers to access their
olive groves, which are in danger
of being confiscated. Attendees
on the programme will also hear
presentations about the current
situation in Palestine and the
effect of the Apartheid Wall, in
addition to tours of local sites,
cultural events and social
gatherings. The group will have
the opportunity to meet other
activists from around the world,
including a gay collective in the
West Bank city of Ramallah.
To book a space or for further
information, contact Paul on
tiocfaidh_28@yahoo.com

GAYBRITAIN
Last month Terrence Higgins
Trust (THT) launched Gay
Britain, a programme of work to
help migrant gay and bisexual
men who have moved to England
and Wales stay safe and well,
while getting the most out of
living here. A new website
www.chapsonline.org.
uk/gaybritain and a set of
leaflets in six languages include
information on HIV and sexual
health, as well as a guide to
staying safe on the scene,
information on how to access
healthcare and benefits,
information on immigration issues
and where to learn English. The
pocket-sized leaflets have been
produced in English, French,
Italian, Polish, Portuguese and
Spanish. They can be downloaded
from the Gay Britain website or
ordered by emailing Andie Dyer
on andie.dyer@tht.org.uk

GAYMANDEPORTEDTOUGANDA
A gay Ugandan man was forcibly deported back to his country of origin on
September 19, after having his appeal for asylum rejected.
John ‘Bosco’ Nyombi, 38, was due to be deported on September 14. He was
arrested after signing in with immigration officials at Portsmouth Central Police
Station. After he initially refused to board a flight to Entebbe, he was detained by
immigration services at Gatwick Airport. Nyombi said that he will be persecuted in
Uganda, where homosexuality is illegal and carries a maximum punishment of life
imprisonment. Last month, the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights
Commission issued an action alert because of the escalating violence against
LGBT people in Uganda. Nyombi had been employed as a mental-health worker in
Portsmouth since 2002. Neil Pugmire, a member of the campaign for him to be
allowed to remain in the UK, told the local paper, The Daily Echo, he had hoped his
detention would “buy us some time for his solicitor to take some legal action; an
injunction or a judicial review.” Nyombi’s solicitors condemned his deportation as
“an illegal act of the UK Border Agency”.
Pugmire said that Nyombi was now in hiding from police in Uganda.

SARAH ‘I HAVEGAY FRIENDS’ PALIN
Sarah Palin, the surprise choice of US presidential running mate to the
Republican John McCain, has been outed as a long-standing opponent of gay
equality, who has tried to ban gay books and attends a non-denominational church

that backs Pray Away The Gay conferences.
The governor of Alaska is a member of the Wasilla Bible
Church that supports discredited ‘reparative therapy’
techniques that try to turn gay people straight.
The church, which Palin has attended for six years, recently
hosted a Love Won Out conference, promising “You’ll be
encouraged by the power of God’s love and His desire to
transform the lives of those impacted by homosexuality.”
According to the New York Times, when she was mayor of

Wasilla, Alaska, Palin tried to ban a childrens’ book called Daddy’s Roommate –
about a boy with a gay father – from public libraries. When the town’s librarian
refused, Palin fired her. She was later reinstated after a public outcry. sPalin vetoed
an Alaskan Supreme Court’s ruling that spousal benefits for state employees should
be given to same-sex couples because, she said: “I believe spousal benefits are
reserved for married citizens as defined in our constitution.” She also backed a 1998
constitutional amendment that would have outlawed same-sex marriage. Palin has
denied that she is homophobic, saying that she has many gay friends. She told an
Alaskan newspaper that she’s “not out to judge” gay people. She went on to say that
she believes “that honouring the family structure is important”.
She also opposes abortion in all cases except when the life of the mother is at risk
and promotes ‘abstinence-only’ sex education. However, soon after she was
appointed vice-presidential nominee in September, it was revealed that her
unmarried 17-year-old daughter, Bristol, was pregnant.

POPE JOKEBACKFIRES
An Italian comedienne has avoided a threatened five-year jail
term because she made a joke about Pope Benedict XVI that
alluded to gay sex. At a demonstration held in Rome against the
government of Italy’s right-wing prime minister Silvio
Berlusconi, Sabina Guzzanti had condemned the Vatican’s
interference on gay-rights legislation. She said: “Within 20 years

the Pope will be where he ought to be – in hell, tormented by great big poofter
devils, and very active ones, not passive ones.” Rome prosecutor Giovanni Ferrara
had vowed to take Sabina Guzzanti to court on charges of “religious slander”.
He had initially been given permission to bring the case under the 1929 Lateran
Treaty, which was introduced under the Fascist regime of Benito Mussolini.
Ferrara’s office later announced that the case would not proceed, after the Italian
Justice Minister, Angelino Alfano, decided not to authorise the case. Alfano said:
“I decided not to authorise it, knowing well the stature and capacity of the Pope for
forgiveness.” A spokesman for the Vatican, Father Federico Lombardi, said that
he supported the decision. “The Justice Minister’s decision was wise. The Pope’s
authority is far too superior to be dented and, in his magnanimity, he considers the
case closed.”

RESPECTHOLIDAYS
CEASEDTRADING
Respect Holidays, the specialist LGBT
travel company has ceased trading.
Owner Paul Kilcoyne said, ‘It is with regret
and sadness that, after ten years at the
forefront of the gay holiday industry, I am left
with no option other than to close Respect
Holidays. It is no secret that a combination of
oil price uncertainty, the weakness of sterling

and the general
economic downturn
has hit the travel
business very hard
indeed.
Respect held
substantial flying
contracts with Excel
Airways and, since
Excel ceased
trading, Respect

has suffered significant financial losses. Put
simply, the financial hit taken in the wake of
the Excel collapse has been the straw that
broke the camel's back. To continue to trade
would therefore be dishonest to our
customers, staff and suppliers.’
Respect is fully bonded with the Civil
Aviation Authority under the ATOL scheme
and customers currently overseas will be
able to complete their holidays.
Customers who purchased a package (flight
and holiday) and are yet to travel are entitled
to a full refund of all monies paid and should
visit the Civil Aviation Authority’s website
(www.caa.co.uk) for detailed information.
Customers who purchased an
accommodation only holiday and who paid a
total of more than £100 may be protected by
Section 75 of the Consumer Credit Act
1974. If you paid by Visa debit card you
should contact your bank for advice on
making a 'charge back'. In both instances,
you should check with your card issuer for
further advice.
For further advice please call Cega Claims
on 01243 621500.

CASUALTYOFWAR
Peter Burton, signed copies of his new
book A Casualty of War at Prowler, St
James Street last month.
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VILLAGESERVICE
TRUSTRELOCATES
The Village Service Trust has recently re-
located to Brighton. They work in
partnership with organisations in Tamil Nadu,
South India, to “assist those at the margins
of society to achieve social, political and
economic empowerment.”
VST works mainly in the fields of women’s
development, HIV/AIDS education,
tuberculosis control, political rights for
the poor and human rights for Dalits (the

‘Untouchable’ caste). As part of these
programmes, the Trust works with MSM
(men who have sex with men) and Aravanis
(transgendered people).
Francis Roberts, a spokesperson for the
Trust, said: “VST recognises that
homophobia is a huge problem in India.
Currently homosexuality is still illegal,
lesbianism is utterly taboo playing very little
part in the Indian psyche, and gay men are
frequently and openly abused in public.
“Aravanis suffer from frequent physical and
sexual abuse, have a high risk of contracting
HIV, have low literacy levels, lack basic
human rights and are socially isolated.”
As well as donations and sponsorship, the
Trust is always looking for UK volunteers to
work here or with their partners in India. VST
is also currently looking to hold stalls
alongside any upcoming local events. For
further details contact
fundraising@villageservicetrust.org.uk
or 01273 622888.
www.villageservicetrust.org.uk

TRANSSEMINAR
Working with Transgender People is a
one-day seminar hosted by Persia West to
help people gain knowledge of gender
diversity. It is aimed at HR and equality
and diversity professionals, service
providers and community workers who
need to gain best practice to better serve the
needs of the transgender community.
The seminar will take place on Friday
October 17 at Community Base, Queens
Road, Brighton. £135/£50 community,
including lunch. Further details:
info@aplaceatthetable.co.uk

BROKENRAINBOWCONCERNS
Broken Rainbow, the organisation who offer advice to LGBT people experiencing
domestic violence is concerned the government is ignoring the LGBT
community when it comes to laws surrounding the classification of murder and
self-defence in domestic violence cases.
A new report focuses exclusively on women facing domestic abuse from their male
partners, failing to consider the one in four LGBT people facing domestic abuse
from same-sex partners, and the one in six men facing domestic abuse.
CEO of Broken Rainbow Melvin Hartley said: “The lack of awareness around the
subject for LGBT victims compounds what is already a difficult situation. Not only
can these individuals not access mainstream services without outing themselves,
they face a dearth of services tailored to their needs..”

Labour’s deputy leader, Harriet Harman, said of the
report: “There is no excuse for domestic violence, let
alone taking a life. Whatever happens in a relationship
does not justify resorting to violence. So men who kill their
wives will no longer be able to claim, ‘It’s her fault, she
provoked me’.”
Domestic violence and abuse affects one in four people
in the UK at some point in their lives, regardless of
gender or sexual orientation. Broken Rainbow LGBT

Domestic Violence Service is keen to draw out the wider implications of the
proposed amendments to the consultation regarding changes to the way murder
and self-defence are classified. www.broken-rainbow.org.uk
Helpline Mon 2–8pm, Wed 10am–1pm, Thu 2–8pm: 08452 604 460

SEXANDRELATIONSHIPGRANTS
Terrence Higgins Trust (THT) is inviting groups of young people aged 13-19 to
apply for a grant to come up with innovative and creative ideas about how to
educate their friends about relationships and sex. The deadline for applications

is Monday October 27.
THT is offering grants of up to £1000
as part of its Young Leaders project
– a peer-led sex and relationship
education (SRE) project for young
people across England. The project,
funded by the Big Lottery Fund, is a
preventative response to the
escalating rates of HIV and other
sexually transmitted infections among
young people in the UK. Since
launching the Young Leaders Project
in 2007, THT has awarded £60,000

and supported 70 groups of young people to design, develop and run their own
sex and relationships education projects. They have already awarded £60,000 to
help young people do this. Projects can involve any or all of the following issues:
Sexually transmitted infections (STIs): Your rights in a relationship:
Contraception: Sexuality: Safer sex and Risk taking: The media influence on
sex and relationships: Managing emotional relationships: HIV infection. For
more information on Young Leaders Grants visit: www.tht.org.uk/youknowyou

BRIGHTONREIKI
A reiki healing group has just started
in Brighton and is seeking new
members. Reiki is “a technique for
stress reduction and relaxation that also
promotes healing by laying on hands
and is based on the idea that an
unseen life force flows through us.”
While reiki is spiritual in nature, it is
not a religion. Anyone wishing to learn
more or attend a reiki healing

session, contact Matt 01273 891789 or Jon 07714 389857. Sessions are free
and take place every Thursday evening, alternating between Hove and Plumpton
(near Lewes). www.reiki.org/

SWITCHBOARD
SEEKSTRUSTEES
Brighton & Hove LGBT
Switchboard is seeking LGBT-
identified trustees and
counsellors. Vacancies on the
board of trustees include
responsibility for fundraising,
IT and our involvement in Pride.
The organisation said
applications are particularly
welcomed from women, people
who identify as trans, and LGBT
people from the BME
community as these groups are
currently underrepresented on
the board of trustees. Further
information from Andrew
Thompson, lead trustee on
lead.trustee@switchboard.
org.uk or Natalie Woods,
services and development
manager 01273 207050,
brighton.manager@switch
board.org.uk

SWITCHBOARD
COUNSELLORS
WANTED
Switchboard is also seeking
two male volunteer
counsellors qualified to at least
diploma level and is offering
two volunteer training
placements to student
counsellors on a recognised
diploma-level course.
Interested counsellors should
contact Natalie Woods on
01273 207050 or
brighton.manager@switch
board.org.uk
The closing date for applications
is Friday November 14 with
interviews being held in
December.

PROUD2CONNECT
Proud2Connect, a partnership
between Brighton & Hove
LGBT Switchboard and
Brighton Relate is also seeking
relationship counsellors who
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual
or trans. Applicants must have a
psychodynamic and systemic
training to at least diploma level.
Interested counsellors can
contact Relate’s centre manager
Dana Cohen on 01273
608518 or
dana.cohen@brighton
relate.org.uk for more details.
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WHAT IS
DRAG?

� FREE ENTRY @ BASEMENT CLUB
@ LEGENDS EVERY NIGHT

� WILD FRUIT 16th BIRTHDAY PARTY
@ TRU, SUNDAY 5th

� KINKY DANGEROUS 3rd BIRTHDAY PARTY
@ REVENGE, SATURDAY 25th
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they are to embrace it. It touches a raw nerve in some of us; it’s a tacit
admission that we’re not really ‘real men’, or else it is seen as evidence
that deep down inside we all wish we were women. As if they’re both
bad things. Drag is also a gay cliché and a stereotype; witness how a
drag queen will invariably feature in photographs of gay Pride events in
the straight press (“This is what they’re like…”).

We are, in a way. Our drag is not about trying to be female, but about
being gay. Drag queens don’t look like women, drag queens look like
drag queens. It’s a kind of camp, and true camp always rests on artifice
and exaggeration. Which is why Dolly Parton can claim to be “just a
drag queen who’s trapped in a woman’s body”. Someone much smarter
than me once summed up gay drag as “Not trying to pass yourself off as
a woman, but trespassing.”

I’ve been wondering why I turned my back on taking part in this mass
trespass. Why does something that gave me such a special thrill when I
was a little kid now seem only marginally less attractive than mould?
Maybe I’m just too nerdily self-conscious to want to draw attention to
myself – even when wearing a disguise. And besides, I clearly look
rubbish enough when I’m pretending to be a man. Or maybe it’s because
drag now reeks a little of being somewhat naff. It’s seen as old-school
gay, something that we did way, way back in the pink past, which we
were meant to have cast aside along with poppers, Judy Garland albums
and cloney moustaches.

Admittedly, there are many drag acts that are beyond dreadful. It’s not
hard to find a gay pub that features a clapped-out old act telling crap
gags and still belting out I Yam What I Yam. Though there are also many
acts that I have adored, like the bonkers Regina Fong, the young Julian
Clary and that lippy Liverpudlian Lily Savage. The late Regina Fong’s
drag act was based on its delicious sense of insanity. Clary’s image
appeared to be more about a love of glamour, lipstick and dressing up –
rather akin to my own childhood experiments. Lily Savage was a homage
to the brilliantly brassy northern women who he grew up with. Seeing
shows by Brighton’s own Phil Starr, who died in 2005 aged 72, felt like
a genuinely heart-warming reach back into a bygone gay age. I also love
our own Maisie Trollette. I don’t think any of these acts have been
based on a mockery of women – they were more like glorious
celebrations of being fabulously and unashamedly queer.

“Someone much smarter than me
once summed up gay drag as
‘Not trying to pass yourself off as a
woman, but trespassing’”

For gay drag is rarely about looking ‘real’. I do, however, know one local
drag queen who prides himself on his ability to pass himself off as a
woman. He goes ‘clipping’, as he calls it, along the seafront, and
regularly picks up straight men in the rougher clubs on West Street. You
have to hand it to the man. I just wish I had his balls.

Is drag a sign of gay men’s latent sexism or even of blatant misogyny?
No. I think that’s a cheap shot that holds about as much water as a
leaky bucket. It smacks of homophobia, too. Some gay men may well be
sexist – we can’t be the only social group in the entire history of the
human race that’s entirely free of prejudice. But most gay men I know
genuinely adore, respect and love women, from their mothers to their
best friends to that hallowed pantheon of gay icons. Drag can be a
literal display of this reverence and even – just possibly – of envy.
Perhaps it is time to reclaim drag as a key part of our shared – and
much maligned – gay heritage. It is, after all, the most visible sign of us
queens’ refusal to be mere men and an acknowledgment of our
difference, where we are not so much embracing our feminine side as
pushing it centre stage.

Obviously, I won’t personally join in. By now, I’ve grown far too
accustomed to my straight-man drag act.

DRESSPASSING
WHEN I WAS A LITTLE BOY, AGED AROUND
TEN OR SO, I USED TO REALLY LOVE TO
DRESS UP. IN MY MOTHER’S CLOTHES, THAT IS.
RICHARD SMITH CONFESSES ALL

Luckily, I had a friend who shared my secret passion – Phil. At half-
terms and school holidays, when no one else was around, he’d come
round to my house and we’d both dress up together. My favourite outfit
was my mum’s wedding dress, which she kept in the boiler cupboard.
I thought I looked rather fetching in this.

Me and Phil got addicted to all this strange malarkey and quickly
developed such a constant need for new frocks that we used to go
round knocking on our neighbours’ doors, saying that we were
collecting for a jumble sale.

One day, our form teacher made us all write an essay: “Who is your best
friend and why?” Phil’s began, “My best friend is Richard Smith, because
he likes dressing up in women’s clothes.”
The teacher drank in the same pub as my dad and told him what Phil
had written. The news was passed on to me by my mum. “Everyone’s
saying that Terry Smith’s son is a bit the other way.” She wasn’t furious
– she thought it was rather funny, gawd bless her. But anyway, I was
outed at last. Although I was only ten, it was nice to have got all that
business out of the way. I’m not sure I’d ever realised I was ‘a bit the
other way’ before.

It’s odd, but I never felt the urge to dress up in women’s clothes after
that. Not one bit, straight after puberty hit. My look now is quite the
opposite; it’s straight drag. I’m trying my best to look like a man.
Number-two crop, stubble, jeans, T-shirt. I think I look dead butch but
I clearly look like a walking cliché. Straight boys in cars still spot I’m a
‘faggot’ and shout it out when they’re speeding past. Rumbled again. I
was probably more convincing when I tried dressing up like a woman.

Drag is always troublesome, meaning that no two queens can agree on
what it means. When I dressed up as a kid, I wasn’t cross-dressing – it
was more like a secret fancy-dress party. It just seemed like fun,
probably all the more so as I knew it was ever so naughty. It was an
early warning of me being gay. That’s why some other gay men who’ve
told me they did the exact same thing when they were boys had it
beaten out of them by their dads.

Drag occupies a strange place in British culture. It’s somehow safe and
not always a signifier of homosexuality. Think of Les Dawson, or those
childhood trips to the pantomime. But that is straight drag, which is
supposedly funny because of its sheer sense of incongruity – a big
burly man in a frock, a professional part-time grotesque.

But drag is also conversely one of the few things that gay men can
point to and call ‘ours’. Although queens are as likely to disown drag as
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“As a man I wear so much make-up
and my clothes are really girlie. I mean,
they’re masculine but it might be a
bright, electric-blue suit or heaps of
brooches and bling bling... So being a
drag king I’m more feminine than I ever
would be in normal life” Sexy Galexy

“When I was trying to get shows in Sydney, I was just hitting my head
against a brick wall the whole time. I remember losing it at the
bitchiest drag queen in Sydney, thinking to myself while I’m yelling at
her, ‘I’m going to die after this.’ And she just turned to me and said:
‘I never realised you were going through this much of a hard time. Do
you need help?’
“And I was like, ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘I really need your help. I can’t do this on
my own.’ And they were like, ‘OK, yeah we’ll help you get gigs.’ And

then all of a sudden everything
happened, and that’s what the
guys need to do for lesbians in
this community. They need to
open up their arms and stop
thinking that we’re angry, fucking
horrible lesbians and understand
that we are an equal part of the
community, and we might be a
smaller part, but we’re banging
on the same fucking door.”

It’s been said that to be a drag queen is to dress up and to be a
drag king is to dress down, but I feel like you guys would contest
that assumption.
SG “Totally! Why can’t drag kings be flamboyant, gay, mincing men
with fluffy clothes on?”
VD “It kind of strangely adheres to gender stereotypes. You know, drag
queens have to wear massive wigs and false eyelashes and sparkly
dresses, but isn’t that conforming to a female stereotype? And drag
kings, if they dress down in a suit and tie and look very serious, isn’t
that conforming to a male stereotype?”
SG “And we’re not!”
VD “I used to be like that when I first started out as Vain Diesel – nice
suit and black boots with a red tie or something, but always a trilby
and a very smart look, and it was like: boring! I ran out of my
wardrobe after a week. And so when I met Sexy I was like, ‘Oh! Variety!
Oh my God, we can actually wear different types of clothes!’ And you
just opened my mind up, you really did.”
SG “I find they just strip away all their feminine sides to be a drag
king, where I’m more of a woman when I’m a man because for days on

end I don’t really wear that much make-up, ever. And as a man I wear
so much make-up and my clothes are really girlie. I mean, they’re
masculine but it might be a bright, electric-blue suit or heaps of
brooches and bling bling, you know. So being a drag king I’m more
feminine than I ever would be in my normal life.”

Do you think a drag king can have a male body?
VD “Hell, yeah!”
SG “When I think of drag it’s not gender specific, so a drag queen to me
can be a woman or a guy, because there are a lot of girls I know who
never wear dresses, so for them to be a drag queen is still drag.”
VD “Right.”
SG “Because my idea of drag is you’ve got a full face on, you’ve got a
wig on or a hat, you’ve changed your body, you’ve distorted it, you’ve
got a full costume on, you’ve got either high heels or you know, you’ve
totally distorted your look to create a character. So in my eyes and the
way I see drag, it doesn’t matter if you’re a boy or a girl as long as you
fit into those rules of completely transforming yourself, you can be
whatever you want to be. I don’t see any boundaries.”
VD “Gender is one of these issues that we are so wrapped up in but,
really, it shouldn’t matter. And that goes for everyone. We should just
be ourselves, it doesn’t matter what we are.”

Absolutely.

Sexy and Vain are currently taking a break from performing in order
to write a feature-length drag-king production. Look out for it.

www.myspace.com/sexygalexy
www.myspace.com/vaindiesel
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QUEERING FEMININITY
CAN FEMALE FEMININITY BE QUEER? CAN FEMME BE
DRAG? ARE FEMMES ALWAYS WOMEN? BY JO LATHAM

These are some of the questions posed in Del
LaGrace Volcano’s latest photographic study
Femmes Of Power: Exploding Queer
Femininities. Authored by femme-inst Ulrika
Dahl, the book explores femme empowerment,
independent of the butch’s arm, through
photographs, testimony, interviews and love
letters. The book does not offer a simple
answer to these questions: “You won’t find one
[single definition of what femme means],” said
author Ulrika Dahl. “There are multiple.”

Volcano has once again produced a vibrant documentary of larger-than-
life characters, re-inscribing the feminine body with a positive image of
self-worth and pride. The book is a shout out to all of us to stop
overlooking our queer sisters. As London’s Bird La Bird says: “Femme
invisibility? So last year!”

As someone who has always pushed away
femininity, or at least pretended to, I was
somewhat surprised to feel so welcomed and
accepted at the recent launch of the book in
London. The evening, like the book itself, was
filled with mighty, fierce femmes proclaiming
their feminist politics and queer agenda. It was
a pleasure, an honour, and an awakening.
Femmes are

strong and proud, not copies of some
heterosexual ‘original’: many reported the
disappointment and frustration at being
misread as straight. Appropriately, at the
launch Bird sang her poignant and catchy
tune Do You Know What Kind Of Club This
Is? (about how gay-club bouncers can’t
recognise a queer bird).

Dahl continues: “I am doing femme
theory, not only for my own pleasure but
because produced and performed, sincerely
ironic and deadly serious, femme pulsates
in my dreams, in my bulimic wounds, my
dirty tricks, my dress-up box, my feminist
politics, my perverse desires and, most of
all, in my longing for queer sisterhood.”

Queer sisterhood is something I really felt that night. As Dahl says: “Not
a unity through sameness (classic identity politics), but rather strategic
solidarity through points of connection and collaboration.” Everyone
looked so fabulous I wished I had ‘dressed up’ more, but it really didn’t
matter. As queers, we love making ourselves look as hot as our politics,

but queer is (more) about seeing things a certain way. Everyone was so
joyous and proud to be celebrating – whether femme, butch, queer,
trans, whatever. That was queer.

Femme activism has an open-door policy: femmes support femme dykes,
trans sisters, queer girls and their lovers, aliases and friends. For this
reason, femme-inism has ‘corrected’ many failings of certain feminisms:
being trans-inclusive, fat-positive, sex-positive, sex-worker-positive, and
always aware of the racialised and heterosexist world they’re up against.

Almost all the femmes in the book remember a ‘feminist period of
unkemptness’, which they passed through in order to reclaim their
femininity. Desi femme-inist Pratibha Parmar explains: “I am not
blaming white feminism for decimating my femininity because I learnt a
great deal from their critiques of patriarchal femininity… my femininity
was unreconstructed, it was bought wholesale without critical
understanding of patriarchy’s wily ways of keeping women powerless and
at its mercy… I learnt fast to decipher the myriad ways in which white
patriarchal femininity was constructed, imposed, continuing to devalue,
dehumanise, de-throne our sense of self-determination… I had to start
that journey of disowning my femininity and later, much later, circle back
and reconstruct it in my own colours and shape.”

‘Queer’ was supposed to let us be anything we wanted: to shift and
change. It was supposed to be about the multiplicity and instability of
gender. Yet we have created new hierarchies, ranking each other on
apparent ‘queer credentials’. As a child, I was outwardly a tough little
tomboy. But inside, I was a sissy boy as well. When I was five years old,
I secretly loved The Little Mermaid. But it was a ‘girl’s movie’, and I
wasn’t prepared to identify with anything girlie. This was 1990: the year
Judith Butler published Gender Trouble, and it is one of my earliest, and
most complex, experiences of queer oppression/repression. Femmes Of
Power helped me to find the femme boy I hid for so long in order to
create a stable ‘dyke’ persona. It reminded me what queer is all about.

Kentucky Fried Woman (alter ego Krista Smith) points out: “Gender
equality will not be achieved through erasing femininity and masculinity,

but rather when we stop devaluing that
which is feminine and define a
masculinity that is non-misogynistic.”

As Sexy Galexy said when I interviewed
her: “We need to give each other the
benefit of the (queer) doubt.” When we
stop policing each other’s gender and
judging each other’s bodies, we might
just find that we’re in this together.

Femmes Of Power: Exploding Queer
Femininities, published by Serpent’s
Tail, is £19.99.
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easier… Someone who’s fun, who people don’t have to be serious
about. They can let their hair down and go ‘You know what, I don’t
have to worry about what box I’m in or how I’m presenting myself,
because it’s OK just to have fun.’”
Vain Diesel ”I think people should appreciate drag kings in the same
way they appreciate drag queens: in the way that they’re there to look
good and they’re there to make you laugh. And I think drag kings
sometimes are taken more seriously than queens, because for a guy to
dress up as a woman is quite funny by itself, but for a woman to dress
as a guy is really not that entertaining because a woman in a suit is
just an everyday office worker. You have to have the element of larger
than life, be bigger, be bolder and be more shocking… Even if no one
else finds us funny we’re always cracking up behind the scenes.”

“I think people should appreciate drag
kings in the same way they appreciate
drag queens: in the way that they’re
there to look good and they’re there to
make you laugh” Vain Diesel

They certainly are fun to watch and when they confuse gender in their
act, it’s easy to forget that they have it as tough as any other women
trying to make it in a male-dominated industry.

SG “I think our community really needs to address the sexism between
the male and the female communities. We don’t have a massive
[women’s] community to sustain something. And that’s why I think
the bigger male venues should accommodate us a bit more because we
do need that community and I think that they forget that.

The first time I saw Sexy Galexy, I was waiting in line for the
bathroom in the blackened corridors of Candy Bar. Suddenly a bright,
sparkly, glittery light was striding down the stairs – and he was the
most magnificent man I had ever seen. Our eyes met and he passed me
by. So when I had the pleasure of sharing a beer with him and fellow
‘glamour boi’, Vain Diesel, it was truly an honour.

The bois have spent the summer
touring various Pride celebrations,
including Dublin, Manchester,
EuroPride in Stockholm and
Brighton Pride, where they became
the first drag kings ever to perform
at the festival in Preston Park
along with Dave King.

What do you think the role of drag kings is in the lesbian or queer
communities? Often it seems quite a controversial one.
Sexy Galexy “Well, when I was a young baby dyke coming out, what I
looked at was people on stage and what they were saying and they’re
sort of out there, bringing the community together… and that’s what
we see as our entertainment and who speaks for us and speaks to us.
And I thought, when I started, there was nothing like that for women.
My passion was instantly for drag and I was always amazed at why
there wasn’t an equal number of women doing it.
“I think out of any community, our community really needs people to
be on stage to tell us the ins and outs. Especially when you’re really
young. I spent a lot of time in Sydney and I would see fights all the
time and I would say ‘Guys, we’re such a small community – of course
we’re going to end up probably fucking every fifth person in the room.’
You just gotta give each other a break.
“And I think when you’ve got people up there who can talk about it in
a very light-hearted fashion, I think people take things in a lot

SEXY, VAIN AND FULL OF FLAIR
TWO OF BRIGHTON’S HOTTEST DRAG KINGS ARE SEXY GALEXY AND VAIN DIESEL.
GSCENE’S JO LATHAM CAUGHT UP WITH THE WOMEN UNDERNEATH THE GLAMOUR BOIS.




